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Critical Drug Shortages 
On-going shortages and strategies to minimize the impact to patient care for drugs with limited availability 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the NMH Pharmacy Purchasing Department: 402-354-4337.  

Cerner Fluoroquinolone Alert 
In late 2018, the FDA published a warning stating that fluoroquinolone use was associated with the rupture or 
dissection of aortic aneurysms.  The FDA suggested that health care professionals avoid prescribing 
fluoroquinolones to patients who have an aortic aneurysm or were at risk for aortic aneurysm such as 
patients with peripheral atherosclerotic disease, hypertension, certain genetic conditions like Marfan 
syndrome and Ehlers-Danlos syndrome, and elderly patients. After analyzing data, the FDA concluded that 
there was consistent evidence of an association between fluoroquinolone use and aortic aneurysm or 
dissection.  The underlying mechanism for this 
risk could not be determined. The FDA 
recommended that use of fluoroquinolones in 
patients with these conditions should be reserved 
for when no other treatment options are available.  
 
To address this safety issue, a new Cerner alert 
will be implemented May 9.  The alert will display 
when a fluroquinolone order is placed for a patient 
with a history of aneurysm, Marfan Syndrome, or 
Ehlers-Danlos syndrome documented within 
Cerner’s problem list.  
 
The rule will not identify patients with other risk 
factors for aneurysm as noted in the FDA alert 
(peripheral atherosclerotic disease, hypertension, 
elderly patients, or other diagnoses that may 
increase aneurysm risk).  
 

Shortage: Morphine, Hydromorphone PCA 
Action:  oral alternatives, intermittent dosing 
 
Shortage: Injectable Opiates 
Action:  Oral alternatives if possible 
 
Shortage: Diazepam Injection 
Action:  oral alternatives, lorazepam  
 
 
Shortage: Lidocaine, Bupivacaine injection with and  
            without epinephrine 
Action:  alternative concentrations, sizes 
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Emerging Fungal Infection – Candida auris         
Candida auris, first identified in 2009, is an emerging multidrug-resistant (MDR) yeast that has been reported 
in over 20 nations including the United States. As of March 31, 2019 there have been 613 confirmed cases 
and 30 probable cases identified in the US for a total case count of 643. Additionally, 1123 patients have 
been found colonized with C. auris by targeted screening in eight states with clinical cases.   The CDC has 
identified C. auris  as an emerging health threat for three main reasons: 1) it is often multi-antifungal drug 
resistant 2) It is difficult to identify with standard laboratory methods and 3) it has caused outbreaks in 
healthcare settings which makes it important to quickly identify C. auris in a hospitalized patient. More than 1 
in 3 patients with invasive C. auris die.  This organism has the ability to colonize patients for many months, 
persist in the environment, and withstand many routinely used disinfectants in healthcare facilities which 
make it important to adhere to CDC recommendations for infection control. 

 

Black Box Warning on Insomnia Medications  
A black box warning will be placed on eszopiclone (Lunesta), zaleplon (Sonata), and zolpidem (Ambien, 
Ambien CR, Edluar, Intermezzo, Zolpimist) due to serious injuries that have occurred because of sleep 
behaviors including sleepwalking, sleep driving, and engaging in other activities while not fully awake.  
Warnings have been placed on these products previously but the FDA is increasing the focus with a boxed 
warning as well as adding a new contraindication to avoid use in patients who have previously experienced 
an episode of complex sleep behavior with eszopiclone, zaleplon, and zolpidem.  These adverse events have 
occurred when using the lowest recommended dose as well as quickly as the first dose. Additionally, the 
FDA is warning the public that all medicines taken for insomnia can impair driving and activities that require 
alertness the morning after use.  

https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-adds-boxed-warning-risk-serious-injuries-caused-sleepwalking-certain-prescription-
insomnia 

 

CMS Drug Pricing Transparency 
Pharmaceutical companies will now be required to disclose the list price for prescription drugs in Television 
ads.  The final rule will require direct to consumer TV ads for prescription drugs and biological products 
covered by Medicare or Medicare to include the list price (AWP) if that price is equal to or greater than $35 
for a month’s supply or the usual course of therapy, with the prices updated quarterly. This rule will go into 
effect 60 days after it was published in the Federal Register. 
The 10 most commonly advertised drugs have list prices 
ranging from $488-$16,938 per month or usual course of 
therapy. Currently, drug companies are required to disclose 
the major side effects a drug can have but not the price 
effect.  
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